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Introduction  

 

Scope of the Wilderness 

Management Plan 

 
This plan provides the primary management 

guidance for the South McCullough and 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness areas.  

The plan also addresses some actions 

outside the Wilderness areas including 

wilderness access and information provided 

to the public.  Due to proximity and similar 

management issues, these two Wilderness 

areas are being addressed in a single 

management plan.  The plan is anticipated to 

address management over the next 10 years.  

The plan 1) identifies the conditions and 

opportunities which will be managed for 

within the wilderness areas; 2) creates 

specific guidance for managing the 

resources and activities existing in the 

wilderness; and, 3) preserves the areaôs 

wilderness characteristics cumulatively 

identified as untrammeled quality, 

outstanding opportunities for recreation or a 

primitive form of recreation, undeveloped 

character, and natural primeval character.  

The first part of the Wilderness Plan is a 

comprehensive description of the wilderness 

situation and proposed management.  The 

second part is an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) which fully describes and analyzes the 

proposed management and three other 

alternatives considered.    

 

The plan is consistent with the Clark County 

Conservation of Public Lands and Natural 

Resources Act of 2002, the Wilderness Act 

of 1964, Grazing Guidelines (House Report 

No. 101-405, Appendix B), and Wildlife 

Management Guidelines (House Report No. 

101-405, Appendix B).  The plan is also 

consistent with Code of Federal Regulations 

43 Part 6300, BLM Manuals 8560 

(Management of Designated Wilderness 

Areas) and 8561 (Wilderness Management 

Plans), Las Vegas Resource Management 

Plan (USDOI 1998), Memorandum of 

Understanding Between the Bureau of Land 

Management and the Nevada Department of 

Wildlife (BLM MOU 6300-NV930-0402), 

and the Clark County Multi Species Habitat 

Conservation Plan (2000).  The Jean Lake 

Al lotment Management Plan (1998) and 

other activity level plans completed 

previously and covering the Wilderness 

areas are superseded by this plan. 

 

Wilderness  

Overview 
 

The South McCullough and Wee Thump 

Joshua Tree Wilderness areas were added to 

the National Wilderness Preservation 

System by the Clark County Conservation of 

Public Land and Natural Resources Act of 

2002 (Public Law 107-282 Nov. 6, 2002).  

The South McCullough Wilderness has 

approximately 44,245 acres.  The Wee 

Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness has 

approximately 6,050 acres.  These two 

Wilderness areas are managed in their 

entirety by the Bureau of Land 

Management, Las Vegas Field Office.  No 

private inholdings are present.   

 

The two Wilderness areas are located in 

close proximity to one another and 

approximately 30 miles south of Las Vegas 

and 10 miles west of Searchlight in Clark 

County, Nevada. Elevations range from 

about 3,000 to 7,000 feet.  Summer 

temperatures at lower elevations frequently 

exceed 100 degrees, and in winter 

temperatures regularly dip well below 

freezing.  In the higher elevations snow is 

common in winter, and during summer 

monsoonal thunderstorms are common. The 

landform is an uplifted fault block of gneiss 
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and granite with steep slopes and narrow 

canyons.  Some eastern areas are overlain by 

tertiary andesite, rhyolite, basalt, and tuffs.  

Lower slopes, including the majority of the 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness, are 

gently sloping alluvial deposits of un-sorted 

sand, gravel, and cobbles.  The Wilderness 

areas include creosote desert, Joshua tree 

stands, and pinyon woodland vegetation 

communities.  Animals of special interest 

include desert tortoise, bighorn sheep, and 

mule deer.  Visitation is greatest in the 

central western portion of the South 

McCullough Wilderness due to proximity to 

Las Vegas and a county maintained road to 

that area.  Recreational use levels are 

currently light, but expected to grow with 

the rapid growth rate of Las Vegas and as 

information of opportunities become more 

available.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No areas of high mineral resource potential 

have been identified in the Wilderness areas.  

In the South McCullough Wilderness three 

current but undeveloped mining claims have 

active filings, though their validity has not 

been determined. In the Wee Thump Joshua 

Tree Wilderness, eight current but 

undeveloped mining claims have active 

filings, though their validity has not been 

determined.   There are no mineral leases in 

either Wilderness.  The Jean Lake grazing 

allotment encompasses the western portion 

of the South McCullough Wilderness.  Clark 

County has expressed interest in purchasing 

the grazing permit with the intention of 

relinquishing the grazing privilege and 

permit so that the allotment may be closed 

for habitat conservation purposes.  Livestock 

developments in the Wilderness include 

spring developments and some fencing.   

Water rights for livestock or wildlife benefit 

exist on or have been applied for North 

Railroad Spring (also known as Corral 

Spring), Badger Springs, Granite Spring, 

Mesquite Spring, Joshua Spring, and Dry 

Seep.  A 40-acre private parcel is located 

outside the wilderness near McCullough 

Spring on a route providing access to the 

Wilderness.  

 

No motorized activity is currently permitted 

in either the South McCullough or Wee 

Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Areas.  

However, motorized use could be approved 

on a case by case basis for grandfathered or 

other excepted activities.  Fire is an 

extremely infrequent part of the natural 

ecosystem in the lower creosote dominated 

elevations, and a moderately frequent part of 

the natural ecosystem in the upper pinyon 

dominated elevations.  Fire management 

entails suppression of all fires.  For a more 

detailed description of the environment see 

the Affected Environment section in the 

Environmental Assessment portion of this 

plan.  

 

 

 

 

Nevada

Las Vegas

Clark CountySouth McCullough
Wilderness

Wee Thump Joshua Tree
Wilderness

Carson City
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Wilderness  

Characteristics 

 
The central western portion of the South 

McCullough Wilderness and the entire Wee 

Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness provide 

good opportunities for solitude while the 

remainder of the South McCullough 

Wilderness provides outstanding 

opportunities for solitude.  The South 

McCullough Wilderness provides 

outstanding recreation opportunities for 

hiking on and off trail, horseback riding, 

hunting, exploration, and camping.  The 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness  

provides outstanding recreation 

opportunities for nature observation and 

particularly birding and viewing Joshua 

trees.  The natural character of the two areas 

is generally free of human imprint except for 

several former vehicle trails, developed 

springs, mining disturbances, and a livestock 

operation.  The primeval character is intact 

except for the occurrence of some 

introduced plants, primarily annual grasses.  

Additional Wilderness features of the South 

McCullough Wilderness are bighorn sheep, 

desert tortoise, and springs.  Additional 

Wilderness features of the Wee Thump 

Joshua Tree Wilderness are Joshua trees and 

songbirds.

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

National Wilderness 

Management Goals 
 

1) To provide for the long-term protection 

and preservation of both areasô wilderness 

character under a principle of 

nondegradation.  The areaôs natural 

condition, opportunities for solitude, 

opportunities for primitive and unconfined 

types of recreation, and any ecological, 

geological, or other features of scientific, 

educational, scenic, or historical value 

present will be managed so that they will 

remain unimpaired. 

 

2) To manage the Wilderness areas for the 

use and enjoyment of visitors in a manner 

that will leave the areas unimpaired for 

future use and enjoyment as wilderness.  

The wilderness resource will be dominant in 

all management decisions where a choice 

must be made between preservation of 

wilderness character and visitor use. 

 

3) To manage the Wilderness areas using the 

minimum tool, equipment, or structure 

necessary to successfully, safely, and 

economically accomplish the objective.  The 

chosen tool, equipment, or structure should 

be the one that least degrades wilderness 

values temporarily or permanently.  

Management will seek to preserve 

spontaneity of use and as much freedom 

from regulation as possible. 

 

4) To manage nonconforming but accepted 

uses permitted by the Wilderness Act and 

subsequent laws in a manner that will 

prevent unnecessary or undue degradation of 

the areaôs wilderness character.  

Nonconforming uses are the exception 

rather than the rule; therefore, emphasis is 

placed on maintaining wilderness character. 

 

 

Wilderness Specific Issues 
 

Issues to be addressed in the Wilderness 

Plan were identified through public scoping 

in the form of written letters, by BLM staff, 

and other agencies.  A public scoping 

meeting was held at the Las Vegas BLM 
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office on April 29, 2004.  Issues were also 

identified by BLM resource specialists.  

Issues addressed in the plan are listed below.  

Most issues identified by the public also 

included a preference for management.  

Although the preferences were used in 

developing a range of alternatives, the 

summary listed here is of the issue only.   

 

1.  Opportunities for solitude and 

primitive, unconfined recreation. 

 

 Establishment, maintenance, signing, 

and management of designated or 

visitor developed trails. 

 

 Recreational uses including hiking, 

horseback riding, hunting, and 

camping. 

 

 Availability of water along trails for 

equestrian use. 

 

 Management of campfires in the 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree 

Wilderness. 

 

 Designation and design of trailheads 

and other vehicle access points, 

including signing, equestrian 

loading, and preventing OHV 

trespass. 

 

 Visitor access and management at 

McClanahan Spring, Railroad Spring 

(also known as Willow Spring), 

McCullough Spring, Pine Spring, 

and a vehicle pullout on Highway 

164. 

 

 Availability of maps and written 

materials for the Wilderness areas. 

 

2.  Protecting and enhancing the 

undeveloped and natural appearance of 

the Wilderness areas. 

 

 Restoration of surface disturbances 

including former vehicle routes and 

mining disturbance. 

 

 Clean up and removal of junk. 

 

 Posting Wilderness boundaries to 

reduce chance of off-highway 

vehicle (OHV) violations. 

 

3.  Preserving the naturalness and 

primeval character and influence of the 

Wilderness areas. 

 

 Management of Threatened & 

Endangered Species, and other 

species of special interest or concern. 

 

 Trapping, transplanting, and 

relocating wildlife . 

 

 Development of new wildlife water 

sources. 

 

 Management of fire. 

 

 Management of exotic and invasive 

plant species. 

 

 Inventory, monitoring, and research 

of flora, fauna, and archeological 

resources. 

 

4.  Managing special non-wilderness land 

uses allowed by the Wilderness Act. 

 

 Preventing cattle drift into the closed 

McCullough Mountain allotment.  

 

 Management of grazing facilities 

inside Wilderness. 

 

 Outreach to other governmental 

agencies to foster compliance with 

wilderness goals. 
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5.  Wilderness Management 

 

 Using monitoring to adjust 

management actions. 

 

Some issues were identified for subjects 

already addressed in existing planning 

documents or policy, and out of the scope of 

this plan.  These are listed in Appendix A. 

 

 

Wilderness Management 

Objectives 

 
The following objectives address 

management of the South McCullough and 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness areas 

under the National Wilderness Management 

Goals and address the identified issues.  The 

objectives are not listed in order of priority. 

 

a) Provide outstanding opportunities for 

primitive recreation for hiking and 

horseback riding with minimal supporting 

actions and primarily without trails.  In areas 

of greater frequency of visitation, provide 

trails to help manage impacts. 

 

b) Maintain existing opportunities for 

solitude by managing visitor use patterns if  

monitoring indicates a need. 

 

c)  Provide for the use and enjoyment of the 

wilderness in such a way that protects 

natural conditions and uses through minimal 

regulation of visitor activities. 

 

d) Provide for vehicle access to the 

Wilderness areas while also deterring 

vehicles from continuing into and entering 

the Wilderness areas. 

 

e) Maintain or enhance the natural 

appearance of the Wilderness areas by 

removing unnecessary facilities and 

minimizing or restoring human caused 

surface disturbances. 

 

f) Preserve the primeval character and 

influence of the Wilderness areas by 

reducing non-native plants in favor of native 

plants. 

 

g) Manage for healthy, viable, and naturally 

distributed wildlife populations with the 

least amount of trammeling actions 

necessary. 

 

h) To preserve the primeval character and 

influence of the wilderness, allow fire as a 

natural process to create disturbance 

followed by natural succession in the 

Wilderness where fire is a natural effect in 

the ecosystem.  Prevent fire where fire is not 

a natural effect in the ecosystem or where 

human life or property is threatened. 

 

i) Allow for special provision land uses 

provided by the Wilderness Act or Clark 

County Act while minimizing 

developments, changes to naturalness, and 

other impacts to wilderness resources. 

 

 

Current Situation and 

Assumptions 

 
The current situation and assumptions of 

changes expected to occur during the 10 

year life of the plan are considered before 

developing management actions for the plan 

objectives.  Inventory, monitoring, and 

research will be an important aspect to meet 

the objectives of the plan.   

 

1) Visitor use of the Wilderness will 

increase from sporadic visitation to daily 

visitors on weekends in the spring and fall 

and frequent, but less than daily, visitors on 



 6 

spring and fall weekdays and winter and 

summer weekends.  Visitation will remain 

sporadic on weekdays in winter and 

summer.  Recreation will require 

management to preserve the future use and 

enjoyment of the Wilderness areas. 

 

 The South McCullough Wilderness 

is within 45 minutes of Las Vegas 

and has good quality road access, 

especially the Knight Ranch Road to 

McClanahan Spring.  McClanahan 

Spring will be the most commonly 

visited access point of the 

wilderness.  It used to receive more 

visitation prior to a locked gate being 

erected at the cattle ranching camp 

there; and if the gate is removed, a 

renewed interest in the location is 

expected. 

 

 Visitors may discover the Wilderness 

areas through BLM maps and 

website pages, newspaper articles, 

and guidebooks published by 

independent sources. 

 

 Population in the Las Vegas Valley 

area will continue to grow, and in 

particular, between Jean and Las 

Vegas.  Nearby attractions will  

receive increasing attention and more 

housing will be located closer to the 

South McCullough Wilderness. 

 

 Visitors interested in non-motorized 

recreation and looking for new 

opportunities or less crowded places 

will discover the Wilderness areas 

now that they are Congressionally 

designated and depicted on maps.  

Visitation levels are expected to 

increase, although use levels are not 

expected to surge dramatically.  

Observations of visitor use patterns 

to BLM administered desert 

Wilderness areas near Phoenix, AZ 

suggest that some xerophobia or 

reluctance to hike in the desert 

tempers the increase in interest often 

expected with new Wilderness 

designations. 

     

 Recreational activities will continue 

to be principally hiking, hunting, and 

horseback riding. 

 

 Low interest in and potential for 

guiding services is present. 

 

2) Preserving the natural appearance of the 

Wilderness areas, including sights and 

sounds, will require some limited 

management input. 

 

 The west central portion of the South 

McCullough Wilderness is adjacent 

to the Jean/Roach Dry Lakes Special 

Recreation Management Area 

managed for concentrated off-

highway vehicle recreation.  

Management will need to recognize 

the potential for OHV trespass. 

 

 The Wee Thump Joshua Tree 

Wilderness will continue to be 

affected by the sounds from the 

adjacent state highway, and the sight 

of power lines and radio repeater 

facilities. 

 

 Aircraft overflights in both areas are 

infrequent and are usually at high 

elevation.  However, a proposal 

exists for the construction of a 

cargo/passenger airport between 

Primm and Jean.  Aircraft overflights 

could degrade the solitude of the 

Wilderness areas if flight paths are 

set over the two areas.   
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 A number of surface disturbances or 

installations occur within the 

Wilderness areas and will require 

some one-time work to remove or 

rehabilitate them. 

 

3) Preserving the primeval character and 

influence of natural resources will not 

require substantial management input. 

 

 Other than a few recordings of 

tamarisk, listed noxious weeds are 

not known to occur in the Wilderness 

areas.  Red brome, an exotic and 

invasive weed, is widespread and 

eradication is currently not possible, 

although management actions to 

reduce surface disturbance can help 

prevent it from dominating the 

ecosystem.  New introductions of 

noxious weeds are possible and need 

to be addressed early to prevent 

widespread infestation. 

 

 Fire is an infrequent occurrence in 

the Wilderness areas.  However, the 

lower elevations are not fire adapted 

and fire in these areas may cause 

conversion from native dominance to 

dominance of introduced species.  In 

the upper elevations, where fire is a 

natural part of the ecosystem, the fire 

regime and fuels loading are within 

the expected range of variability and 

natural fire could benefit the 

ecological cycle.  

 

 Natural water sources in and around 

the Wilderness areas, primarily 

groundwater springs, and several 

artificial developments around the 

Wilderness areas are currently 

sufficient for supporting viable and 

naturally distributed wildlife 

populations. 

 

 Inventory, monitoring, or research 

projects will be periodically 

proposed within the Wilderness 

areas.  Most proposals will add to the 

understanding of the wilderness 

resource and help improve 

wilderness management.  However, 

all proposals will need to be 

reviewed before approval to assure 

the work is compatible with 

preservation of the wilderness 

resource and is not more suitable 

outside of wilderness. 

 

4) Livestock grazing on the Jean Lake 

Allotment may or may not continue as Clark 

County is negotiating purchase of the 

grazing permit from the present permitee.   

A portion of the Jean Lake Allotment is 

within the South McCullough Wilderness.  

The Las Vegas Resource Management Plan 

(RMP) allows for the closure of this 

Allotment based on the voluntary 

relinquishment of the grazing privileges.  If  

purchased, Clark County would relinquish 

the grazing privileges and the BLM would 

close the allotment to livestock grazing.  

One of two mutually exclusive situations 

will be present, depending on whether or not 

the sale occurs. 

 

 If grazing continues, cattle will 

continue to drift though gaps in 

natural terrain that are not fenced.  

This will result in grazing in portions 

of the South McCullough Wilderness 

that are not open to grazing without 

corrective management action.  

Livestock developments would 

continue to be used and maintained 

on an as needed basis.  Some 

redesign of developments around 

springs may need to occur to protect 

riparian vegetation and wildlife uses 

while providing adequate access to 

cattle when use is authorized, and 
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denying access to water when use is 

not authorized. 

 

 If grazing is discontinued, livestock 

drift into closed areas will end and 

any existing range developments that 

would not be needed for other 

management purposes may be 

removed. 

 

Management Strategy 
 

The management strategy is based on the 

wilderness management objectives and the 

current situation and assumptions.  Two 

distinct conditions are present which 

influence how the strategy is carried out.  

First, the majority of the South McCullough 

Wilderness is remote and access is difficult .  

Second, portions of both Wilderness areas 

are very easily accessed and close to the Las 

Vegas metropolitan area which is continuing 

to grow and will result in increased 

visitation.  Management actions correspond 

with two management strategy zones. 

 

Zone One 

This zone includes the entire Wee Thump 

Joshua Tree Wilderness and west central 

portion of the South McCullough 

Wilderness.  Access by designated trails and 

trailheads will be available.  Directional 

signs may be provided.  Designated trails 

and washes will be available for horseback 

riding.  Packed in and certified weed free 

feed would be required when feeding 

animals used for recreational riding or pack 

stock.  Few lightly used informal trails will 

be encountered.  Camping will be allowed 

and visitors may occasionally see previously 

used sites, but no more than two sites within 

a quarter mile.  Camping with animals used 

for recreational riding or pack stock will be 

limited to areas around washes.  Unwanted 

trails and sites will be actively rehabilitated 

or allowed to recover naturally.  Some 

opportunity for solitude will be present, but 

visitors will have the greatest possibility of 

encountering other visitors, especially near 

trailheads.  Group size may be limited.  The 

sights and sounds of human activity will be 

common, but primarily from outside the 

Wilderness. Some risk and challenge will be 

encountered, but route finding would be 

easy with the aid of trails.  The natural 

setting may be minimally modified for 

recreation access, but in ways that protect 

natural resources and have minimal visual 

impact.  Management decisions will support 

healthy, viable, and naturally distributed 

wildlife and plant populations.  

 

Zone Two 

This zone includes the majority of the South 

McCullough Wilderness not in Zone One.  

Access will be available where roads end at 

the Wilderness boundary and small area in 

which to park will be present.  Few lightly 

used informal trails may be encountered.  

Foot worn hiking paths may receive 

occasional management activity to protect 

resources.  Foot worn hiking paths will be 

brushy, steep, or erratic.  No directional 

signs will be provided.  Only washes will be 

used for horseback riding.  Packed in and 

certified weed free feed would be required 

when feeding animals used for recreational 

riding or pack stock.  Camping will be 

allowed but visitors will rarely see 

previously used sites.  Unwanted trails and 

sites may be actively rehabilitated by 

management or allowed to recover naturally.  

Opportunity for solitude will  be outstanding 

and encounters with other visitors rare.  The 

sights and sounds of human activity will  be 

infrequent and normally only from outside 

the Wilderness. Risk and challenge is 

greatest in this zone.  Finding oneôs way will  

be moderate to difficult and will  require map 

reading, orienteering, or climbing skills.  

The natural setting may be minimally 

modified for recreation access to protect 
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natural resources.  Management decisions 

will  support healthy, viable, and naturally 

distributed wildlife and plant populations.  

Any necessary facilities will be located 

where rarely viewed by visitors. 
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Wilderness Management 

Actions 

 
The following site specific actions will be 

implemented at the South McCullough and 

Wee Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness Areas.  

These actions meet the wilderness 

management objectives and respond to those 

Wilderness specific issues identified through 

scoping.  All  actions are supplemental to and 

consistent with Wilderness laws, 

regulations, and policies (see listing on page 

1) which must be further consulted in the 

event of issues unforeseen in this plan.  

Maps of the desired future condition are on 

pages 24 and 25. 

 

 Designate approximately 19.1 

miles of trail in the South 

McCullough Wilderness and 

approximately 3 miles in the Wee 

Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness as 

hiking and equestrian trail. 

 

Designate the following existing trails, 

convert them from motorized use to hiking 

and equestrian use, and display on BLM 

maps.  In the South McCullough 

Wilderness: 1) McCullough Trail, 8.1 miles 

(McClanahan Spring to Railroad Spring); 2) 

Lucy Gray Trail, 6.7 miles (Jean Lake water 

haul and corral to McCullough Trail); and, 

3) Blackbrush Trail, 4.3 miles (Lucy Gray 

Trail to McCullough Trail).  In the Wee 

Thump Joshua Tree Wilderness: 1) Joshua 

Tree Trail, 3 miles (along the southern 

boundary).  Trail sections in washes total 9.3 

miles, trail sections not in washes total 12.8 

miles (3.7 acres). Approximately 0.3 miles 

(0.2 acres) of new trail will be constructed at 

two locations: 1) A bypass of Badger 

Springs designed to focus attention away 

from the spring and create a 0.25 mile 

separation; and 2), connection of the Joshua 

Tree Trail with a highway pullout.  In 

addition, some short new trail sections may 

be constructed to correct problem segments 

(see the following trail standards section).  

No other new trails will  be constructed or 

designated. 

 

 
McCullough Trail 

 

 Define standards for trail 

condition and maintenance. 

 

Trails may be maintained or rerouted where 

they are causing or anticipated to cause 

damage to wilderness character.  Trail 

rerouting will be limited to short sections 

within the cultural and botanical clearance 

area (200 ft alignment) for the trail, for the 

purpose of avoiding sensitive resources or 

steep terrain. Approximately eight sections 

in the existing trail are known to be in need 

of immediate relocation.  Most of these are 

about 20 feet, the longest section being 175 

feet.  Examples for when trail maintenance 

or rerouting will occur includes: 1) slopes 


